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SUBJECT:SPACE SHUTTLE CONTINGENCY PLANNING 

REF: ANKARA 5082 

1 . NASA STILL INTERESTED IN PLANNING FOR USE OF INCIRLIC 
CDI AS EMERGENCY LANDING SITE FOR SPACE SHUTTLE. OTHER AIR- 
FIELDS IN TURKEY NOT SUITABLE FOR SHUTTLE LANDING PURPOSES. 

2.0NE OF THE MANY FACTORS NASA CONSIDERED IN REQUESTING 
INCIRLIC USE, AS WELL AS OTHER POTENTIAL CONTINGENCY LAND- 
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ING SITES, WAS THAT A US PRESENCE AT ANY LOCATION WOULD 
FACILITATE COORDINATION IN THE EVENT OF THE SLIM POSSIBI 
LITY OF EMERGENCY LANDING. THERE WAS NO CONNOTATION IN- 
TENDED THAT INCIRLIC IS CONSIDERED A US BASE. ANOTHER 
FACTOR CONSIDERED WAS THAT THERE ARE EXISTING COMMUNICATION 
LINES AVAILABLE WHICH WOULD HELP IN PASSING INFO REGARDING 
LANDING AND RECOVERY TASKS. 
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3. NASA REQUEST WAS MADE PURSUANT TO THE TREATY ON PRIN 
CIPLES GOVERNING THE ACTIVITIES OF STATES IN THE EXPLORA 
TION AND USE OF OUTER SPACE, INCLUDING THE MOON AND OTHER 
CELESTIAL BODIES AND THE AGREEMENT ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRO- 
NAUTS, THE RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS AND THE RETURN OF OBJECTS 
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE. GOT IS SIGNATORY TO BOTH 
AGREEMENTS. 

(A) ARTICLE V OF THE OUTER SPACE TREATY STATES: QUOTE 
STATES PARTIES TO THE TREATY SHALL REGARD ASTRONAUTS AS 
ENVOYS OF MANKIND IN OUTER SPACE AND SHALL RENDER TO THEM 
ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE IN THE EVENT OF ACCIDENTS, DIS- 
TRESS, OR EMERGENCY LANDING ON THE TERRITORY OF ANOTHER 
STATE PARTY OR ON THE HIGH SEAS. WHEN ASTRONAUTS MAKE 
SUCH A LANDING, THEY SHALL BE SAFELY AND PROMPTLY RETURNED 
TO THE STATE OF REGISTRY OF THEIR SPACE VEHICLE. UNQUOTE. 

(B) ARTICLE 2 OF THE ASTRONAUT RETURN AGREEMENT HAS 
SIMILAR LANGUAGE: QUOTE. IF, OWING TO ACCIDENT, EMERGENCY 
OR UNINTENDED LANDING, THE PERSONNEL OF A SPACECRAFT LAND 
IN TERRITORY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF A CONTRACTING 
PARTY, IT SHALL TAKE ALL POSSIBLE STEPS TO RESCUE THEM 

AND RENDER THEM ALL NECESSARY ASSISTANCE. UNQUOTE. 

4. AS SOON AS THE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION REPEALING THE 
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ARMS EMBARGO BECOMES LAW, WE WOULD WANT TO RAISE THIS IS- 
SUE WITH GOT. DECISION NEEDED TO ALLOW PREPARATION OF THE 
ON-BOARD SHUTTLE COMPUTER PROGRAMS FOR CONTINGENCY 
LANDING SITES. SINCE NASA ACTIVITIES WILL BE CONDUCTED 
PURSUANT TO TREATIES CITED PARA 4. THERE IS NO REASON 
THEY SHOULD BE CONNECTED TO OTHER US ACTIVITIES IN 
TURKEY. VANCE 
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